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Hydrochloric Acid Production HCl is produced by the parietal cells of the stomach. To begin with, water (H 2

O) and carbon dioxide (CO 2) combine within the parietal cell cytoplasm to 
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Stomach acid (hydrochloric acid or HCl) initiates digestion by denaturing proteins?unfolding their structure

for enzymes to act. It triggers pepsinogen conversion to pepsin, 
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(HCI), which is the most powerful acid your stomach produces. Hydrochloric 
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